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Bioenergy can cover 50 pc of India's fos-
sil fuel consumption in 5 years: Gadkari
NEW DELHI : Bioenergy can
cover 50 per cent of India's
fossil fuel consumption in five
years, Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on Monday
while urging the automobile
industry to undertake
research and development on
alternative fuels.

Air pollution has
become a big problem
because of fossil fuel, the
Minister for Road, Transport
and Highways said at the
'Bhoomipujan programme' of
the Indian School for Design
of Automobiles.

The transport sector is
responsible for 40 per cent of

air pollution in the country
because of fossil fuel, the
minister pointed out.

A lot of research and
innovation is going on in fuel
and automobile engineering.

"We need to protect our ecol-
ogy and environment, and
fulfil the dream of the Prime
Minister (Narendra Modi) to
make India a carbon-neutral
country," Gadkari said.

Bioenergy can cover 50
per cent of India's fossil fuel
consumption in five years
which is very important
because Rs 22 lakh crore is
being spent on import of the
fossil fuel, Gadkari said.

The country is working
on different fuels like ethanol,
flex engine, methanol,
biodiesel, bio LNG, CNG, elec-
tric and hydrogen, the minis-
ter said. Ethanol is already

being blended up to 20 per
cent in petrol, he said.

"The future of the auto-
mobile industry is very good
and today there is a huge
potential for all types of new
research," he said.

Speaking further, he
said the domestic automobile
sector is an important indus-
try which has created crores
of jobs and boosted exports.
"This is the industry which
has a maximum export of 3
lakh crores which is econom-
ically very important for our
country. It has already creat-
ed 4.5 crore jobs for young
talents," Gadkari said.

Meta names Arun Srinivas as
India Managing Director Head
NEW DELHI : Technology
giant Meta has named Arun
Srinivas as the new
Managing Director and Head
for its India operations, effec-
tive July 1, 2025.

The appointment
comes after Sandhya
Devanathan, previously lead-
ing India, was given an
expanded role overseeing
both India and Southeast
Asia.

In his new position,
Srinivas will oversee the inte-
gration of business, innova-
tion, and revenue priorities
for Meta in India to support
the company's growth and
partnerships with local
brands, advertisers, develop-
ers, and business partners,
Meta said in a blog.

Srinivas will report
directly to Sandhya
Devanathan.  "Meta in India
is leading the way in AI adop-
tion, WhatsApp, and Reels,
and Arun's impressive track
record of building high-per-
forming teams, driving prod-
uct innovation, and fostering
strong partnerships makes

him the ideal leader to drive
Meta's continued investment
in the country. He will contin-
ue to work closely with me as
we scale the business in
India," Devanathan, Vice
President (India and South
East Asia) at Meta, said.

Srinivas, an IIM
Kolkata alumnus, brings in
about 30 years of experience,
having worked at Hindustan
Unilever, Reebok, OLA, and
investment firm WestBridge
Capital. He has been with
Meta since 2020, currently
serving as Director and Head
of Ads Business in India,
where he leads efforts with
major advertisers and agency
partners, focusing on rev-
enue priorities such as AI,
Reels, and Messaging.

Would like to conclude early tranche of trade
pact with US before July 9: Commerce Secy
NEW DELHI : Negotiations
for the proposed India-US
trade agreement are in good
progress and the two sides
are expected to agree on an
early tranche of the pact
before July 9, a top govern-
ment official said on Monday.

"We are working on the
early tranche and as you are
aware that there is a date
(July 9), before that we would
like to conclude this early
tranche," Commerce
Secretary Sunil Barthwal told
reporters here.

He said that Indian and
the US teams are making vis-
its to each other's country for
trade talks.

"We also visited the US
twice. The US team also came
here twice. There is good
progress and we are hopeful
that this will be done within
the timelines," he added.

The US on April 2
imposed an additional 26 per
cent reciprocal tariff on
Indian goods but suspended
it for 90 days till July 9.
However, the 10 per cent
baseline tariff imposed by
America remains in place.
India is seeking full exemp-
tion from the additional 26
per cent tariff.

The US team was here
from June 5 - 11 for the talks.
The negotiations will contin-
ue both virtually and physi-

cally in the days to come.
When asked if the

absence of the US Fast Track
Trade Authority (also known
as Trade Promotion
Authority) could delay the
proposed trade pact with
India, an official said that it is
up to the US authorities to
decide how to navigate its
local regulations for the trade
agreement with India.

The official said that as
India and the US are aiming
to more than double the bilat-
eral trade to USD 500 billion
by 2030, this can not happen
unless and until tariffs are
reduced.

"Both the countries are
looking for better market
access into each other's mar-
kets," the official said adding
for this "the product mix
could be different for both the
countries".

India is seeking duty

concessions for labour-inten-
sive sectors such as textiles,
gems and jewellery, leather
goods, garments, plastics,
chemicals, shrimp, oil seeds,
grapes, and bananas in the
proposed trade pact.

The US, in turn, wants
duty concessions on certain
industrial goods, automobiles
- especially electric vehicles,
wines, petrochemical prod-
ucts, dairy, and agricultural
items like apples, tree nuts,
and genetically modified
crops."Market access can
only come through lowering
of tariffs. It should be the
endeavour of both the coun-
tries to lower the tariffs. To
what extent, they have the
legal authority to do so, that
will depend upon their out-
look towards the trade," the
official added.

Another official said
that how the US would

reduce tariff under the pact,
is "something which they will
have to figure out and TPA
was one of the mechanisms".

The next date of in-per-
son negotiations on the BTA
and its initial tranche is yet to
be decided but both sides are
engaging virtually without a
break.

The US Fast Track
Trade Authority is a special
mechanism that allows the
American President to nego-
tiate trade agreements and
present them to Congress for
an up-or-down vote, without
amendments or procedural
delays.

According to think tank
GTRI, since 2021, this
authority has lapsed and has
not been renewed and with-
out this authority, any trade
agreement negotiated by the
US President is exposed to
Congressional scrutiny, possi-
ble amendments, delays, or
outright rejection.

On the FTA talks with
the European Union,
Additional Secretary in the
Department of Commerce L
Satya Srinivas said that the
next round of negotiations
will be held from July 7 in
Brussels. "There are some

tracks, we are working
together on this. Momentum
has picked up in the talks and
frequency of meetings has
gone up. Earlier negotiating
rounds were held every quar-
ter, but now we have reduced
the time period between
rounds," Srinivas said.

The India-EU trade
pact negotiations cover 23
policy areas or chapters,
including Trade in Goods,
Trade in Services,
Investment, Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures,
Technical Barriers to Trade,
Trade Remedies, Rules of
Origin, Customs and Trade
Facilitation, Competition,
Trade Defence, among oth-
ers.

"We have a large num-
ber of issues on which we are
trying to find a convergence
so that we move towards the
closure of the agreement,"
Srinivas said.

India and the EU have
agreed to conclude their FTA
negotiations - which began in
2022 - by the end of this year.

On the India-UK trade
pact, he said that the agree-
ment is getting ready to be
signed. The conclusion of the
pact was announced.

Investigation in Raja Raghuvanshi murder case not
just confined to love triangle: Meghalaya DGP
SHILLONG : Meghalaya DGP
Idashisha Nongrang on
Monday said the investiga-
tors probing the murder of
Indore businessman Raja
Raghuvanshi in Sohra were
not treating the love triangle
as the only motive, and they
are looking into various other
angles.

Raja was hacked to
death on May 23 while hon-
eymooning in the
Northeastern state. His wife
Sonam, her boyfriend Raj
and three hitmen were
arrested in connection with
the murder on June 9.

"We are investigating
whether there is anything
more to this case. It is unusu-
al that within a few days of
marriage, she (Sonam) would
develop so much animosity
against her husband,"
Nongrang told PTI.

"We are exploring all
possible angles for this mur-
der to have taken place. We
have enough evidence, and
loose ends are being tied up.
We have a solid case," she
added.

Sonam (25) and Raja

(29) got married in Indore on
May 11 and reached
Meghalaya via Guwahati in
Assam on May 21 for their
honeymoon. Both of them
went "missing" on May 23 in
Sohra in East Khasi Hills dis-
trict, hours after checking out
of a homestay at Nongriat vil-
lage.

Raja's decomposed
body was found in a gorge
near Weisawdong Falls on
June 2. A search continued
for Sonam, who emerged in
Uttar Pradesh's Ghazipur,
around 1,200 km away, in the
early hours of June 9 and
surrendered as police arrest-
ed his boyfriend and the
three hitmen.

Sonam told the investi-
gators that the Raja's jew-
ellery that went missing was
kept in a "particular place",
the DGP said.

"We will be looking into
that," she said.

All those arrested will
be taken to Sohra around 12
pm on Tuesday for the recon-
struction of the crime scene,
police said

The hitmen, who were
Raj's friends, had attacked
Raja on the head with a
machete in front of Sonam at
the parking lot of the
Weisawdong Falls. They then
pushed the body into the
gorge, according to the
police.

Sonam fled the state fol-
lowing the murder, taking
taxis, buses, and a train to
reach Indore via Assam, West
Bengal, Bihar and UP.

She, however, left
behind her 'mangalsutra'
and a ring in her trolley bag
at a homestay in Sohra, lead-
ing the police to suspect her,
Nongrang had earlier told
PTI.

Meanwhile, a video
posted by a tourist on
Instagram went viral after
Sonam and Raja were spot-
ted in it. In the video, Sonam
and Raja were seen ascend-
ing from Nongriat just hours
before he was brutally mur-
dered.

Sonam, wearing black
trousers with a white full-
sleeved shirt similar to the
one recovered from the crime
scene, was seen walking a
few steps ahead of Raja.

Police confirmed the
authenticity of the video to
PTI. East Khasi Hills district
SP Vivek Syiem told the news
agency that Sonam has con-
fessed to being a part of the
conspiracy to kill her hus-
band.

"At first it appeared that
Sonam and her boyfriend
hired hitmen, but later we
found out the three were
close friends of Raj and they
killed Raja as a favour to
their friend," he said.

FATF condemns Pahalgam attack to soon release
case reports on state-sponsored terror funding

NEW DELHI : Condemning
the brutal Pahalgam terror
attack in April, global watch-
dog FATF on Monday said it
has enhanced its focus on the
steps that the countries have
taken to combat terror
financing, and will soon
release a report on terror
financing cases, including
state-sponsored terrorism.

The rare condemnation
by the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) shows that the
"international community
has felt the severity of the
attack", which killed 26 peo-
ple in Pahalgam, Kashmir,on
April 22, and spotlights that
such attacks will not go
unpunished, sources said,
adding the terror attack was
done by Pakistan-trained ter-
rorists.

"Terrorist attacks kill,
maim and inspire fear
around the world. The FATF
notes with grave concern and
condemns the brutal terrorist
attack in Pahalgam on 22
April 2025. This, and other
recent attacks, could not
occur without money and the
means to move funds
between terrorist support-
ers," the FATF said in a state-
ment.

Sources said FATF

rarely issues condemnation
of terrorist acts. It is only the
third time in last decade that
they have issued condemna-
tion of a terrorist attack.

It had earlier issued
condemnations once in 2015
and then in 2019 in severe
cases of terrorist attacks.

The FATF statement
comes in the backdrop of
Indian authorities highlight-
ing Pakistan's persistent sup-
port for terrorism and its fun-
nelling of multilateral funds
for arms procurement.
According to sources, such
action by Pakistan warrants
that the country be put in the
"grey list" of the FATF. India
has consistently held that
Pakistan has given safe
haven to designated terror-
ists and the same was evident
when senior military officials
were present at the funeral of
the terrorists killed in Indian
military attacks of May
7.Ahead of the next meeting
of the Asia Pacific Group
(APG) of FATF on August 25
and the next FATF plenary
and working group meeting
on October 20, India is
preparing a dossier on the
omissions and commissions
by Pakistan with respect to
FATF anti-money laundering

and terror financing norms.
India will be submitting

to the FATF for grey listing of
Pakistan.The FATF, which is
a global money laundering
and terrorist financing
watchdog and sets interna-
tional standards that aim to
prevent these illegal activi-
ties, also said that it will soon
release a "comprehensive
analysis of terrorist financ-
ing", compiling cases provid-
ed by its global network con-
sisting 200 jurisdictions.

"It will also host a webi-
nar to help public and private
sectors understand the risks
and stay alert to emerging
threats," it added. Sources
said the report on terror
financing risks would be
released in a month's time.
This is the first time the con-
cept of "state sponsored ter-
rorism" is being acknowl-
edged by FATF as a funding
source. "Only India's National
Risk Assessment (NRA)
recognises state-sponsored
terrorism from Pakistan as a
key TF risk. The inclusion of
'state sponsored terrorism'
as a concept in the report
demonstrates international
recognition of state-spon-
sored terrorism by Pakistan,"
sources added.

Pakistan's history with
FATF's 'grey list' dates back
to February 2008, when it
was placed in the monitoring
list. In June 2010 it was
removed from the list, only to
be brought back in February
2012, and then removed
again in February 2015.

It was brought back in
the list again for the third
time in June 2018, and was
later removed in October
2022 with FATF asking
Pakistan to continue to work
with APG to further improve
its anti-
moneylaundering/combating
the financing of terror
(AML/CFT) system.

Currently, there are 24
countries in FATF 'grey list'.
These countries are under
increased monitoring and
they have to address strategic
deficiencies to counter money
laundering, terrorist financ-
ing, and proliferation financ-
ing.The FATF statement fur-
ther said that as terrorism
continues to threaten soci-
eties and citizens around the
world, the global watchdog is
supporting over 200 jurisdic-
tions within its global net-
work to build and enhance
their counter-financing of
terrorism (CFT) measures
including through the strate-
gic use of financial intelli-
gence -- making this one of
the most powerful instru-
ments for dismantling terror-
ist financing networks.

"In addition to setting
out the framework for com-
bating terrorist financing, the
FATF has enhanced its focus
on the effectiveness of meas-
ures countries have put in
place. That is how, through
our mutual evaluations, we
have identified gaps that
need to be addressed," it
added.The FATF has been
working for 10 years to help
countries stay ahead of ter-
rorist financing risk -- for
example relating to abuse of
social media, crowd funding,
and virtual assets.

FATF President Elisa de
Anda Madrazo at the recent
'No Money for Terror
Conference' in Munich, had


